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ABSTRACT 

For TanEanlans^ education to be meaningful implies 
human development through education* Tanzania's commitment to build a 
socialist state^ based on traditional African socialism, is also a 
commitment to socialist educationf the necessary tool for social 
development* Since work is a lifelong duty for any socialist, 
work^oriented education is also a lifelong duty, Tanzania is 
replacing the elitist colonial education system with universal 
education aimed at implementing socialism and promoting 
self-reliance. Part of this is a national campaign for adult 
education in order to combat the poverty and backwardness resulting 
from Ignorance and to SKplain the meaning of the new social order and 
its values. Adult education is an integral part of the employee's 
work program. A major goal is to wipe out illiteracy by 1975. 
Specific objectives of adult education are: (1) to mobilize the rural 
and urban masses into a better understanding of socialism and 
self-reliance; (2) to provide leadership training at all levels; (3) 
to eradicate Illiteracy; {H) to spread knowledge and skills in 
agriculture and rural construction^ healthf and home economics to 
improve the productivity and standard of living of the people; (5) to 
provide (ollowup education for primary and secondary school leavers; 
and (6) to provide continued education in the form of seminars^ 
evening classes, inservlce training, correspondence courses ^ and 
vocational training. Literacy centers and other adult education 
centers are beginning this work, in addition, all educated Tanzanians 
are socially bound to conduct adult education classes. (KM) 



0 

ERIC 



U=i. DiPARTMiNTOF HIALTH. 
^ EDUCATION & WELFARE 

OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
THIS DQCUMiNT HAS BilN REPRO = 

Distributions llrnlted ^^m^on m-Ta^CONP.l/S 

iNATiNG IT POINTS OF VIEW OB DPiN PAHTS . 22 September 

, IONS STATfeD DO NOT NECESSARILY . . ' ^ -pw t j 

REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF IDU Orf-glnal! ^mgll 

CATION POSITION OR POLICY 

miTm mTiom wmATxmAL, 

SCrariFIC AND CULTORAL ORM2JIMraON 



^ULT EDUCATION IN TMZANIA 
Lifa-Long FrOQees for National Development 

by 

Danial MBUNDA 



^is study^ written at UneaQo'a request j vrtll ba a aontrlbutlQn 
to the work of >the InterdiaelpllnaiY S^i^osIiot on Llfe^IiOng 
S<?^oatlon organised by Unasoo In Parle (Uneooo House) from 
25 Septerttoer to 2 Oatobar 1972* 



The opinions escpressed In the etudy are the eola 
responsibility of the author. 



Thm most emoial problem in pQst-*lndependenae Afrioa is the question of 
meaningful independenoe for tha liberated masseat 

The slogan "Uhuru^* (freedom) had an eleotrifying effeot on the Imasinatlon of 
the millions of Afrteans who whole-heartedly gave full support to the nationalist 
T-^adera* 

Independenoe won^ th© peoples aettlod down to analyse the real Import of their 
newly gained freedom. 

For them now independenoe meant more than mere slogans* It meant change for 
a better lifei ohange in their life outlookj raalisatidn of their aspirations for 
better health, homem^ foods - in other words - better imderatandlns of their worth 
as himian beings that leads to Improving their environments to befit human life and 
dl^lty. 

What tha liberated peoples needed was an Imaginative leadersMp able to trans- 
late the ideology of IndependenQe In oonorete and oonprehensive plans that inspire 
the people's mind and gsavanlM the peoples ' hearts and wills into produetlve units 
to work out their own development. 

Independence to be memlngful must mean human development* Humm development 
as an Immanent aot, as aeholastio philosophers would tertn it^ Is neoessarlly man* 
centred. Man Mmaelf must initiate it^ must perform it, and muat reap its fruits. 

Human developfflant must be effected by man l:imBelf. It Is only logical that 
the efficiency of the execution of hie ovni development wLll depend largely on how 
his abllltlef^ and his potentialities had been prepared for the challenge of 
development, 

Eduoation is the process whereby man^a mental^ morale and pl^aloal powere are 
nurturid into preparttoeBS to serve his development, TSiMiigh education man is made 
a fit and suitable agent of Ms Qim progress *. 

Emm development then erils for eduoation. The better man is edueated the 
more effeotlvely he vrill work to fulfil his goal. To dciny a mm his eduoation Is 
really to deny Mm Me light to development. 

Consequently^ meaninsfid. independenoe noceBsartly demands man's eduQatlon for 
development.' Development poses a eh^lenge, education enables man to measure up 
to the chall^ige. 

For Tansanims then meTOlngful indepeMence basicrily implies development 
through education* ^ 



Tanzania's nationiJL Ideology is to build a socl^^ist state. The cone ept of 
sooiaJ.lsm and the soaii^lst way of life in not alien to Tanganians, Our anoeBtors 
lived and hfid ftLLth in soeiallM all the centuries before capit^listlo ideals were 
introduced in the late iSOOs, TOie advent of the colonialists dealt a numbing blow 
to our traditional way of life 

Kie tradition^ African sooialism' believed in the development of all its 
members. Each member WBji e^^eoted to contribute Ms fflari.muu!i to the conmtunlty * 
welfare. 



Henoe ^1 maafcere ware metloiiouily Introduaed to their respeotive r^les 
to ensure maadLmum partiolpatlon and effeatlvenesa In the oonaminlty's affairs^ In 
other wordSj education was part and parcel of the traditional African Boaiety. 
Eduoatlon was the tool for maintaining and developing soolallsm, 

TanEanlm deterralnatlon^ therefore, to build a socl^lst state "involves 
biillilns on the foundation of our past m& building also to our ovm desigEi" 
(Ny^r^r^i Frsodom and Soolallsni/^taru na UJamaa p, 2). ^r uoolalism is a 
dynanila and evolutionary ooiioopt oapable of growth, asslmllatlQn and adaptation 
to serve man developmental requirements at a given point In history. 

Tanzan,ia's Gonmltment to bul3.d a .aoelrilnt state is a3.so a comMtment to a 
ioolallgt education^ the neoessary tool for social developraont^ 

So far, I have tried to link the Qonoept of IMependenoe to Imply hvmm devel- 
opment, through tduoatlon. A queatlon now artaesi tow does Tanzanlan declared 
soGlalism Gome Into the pioture of hvmm development? Is socialism related to 
liUiTian development. Is socialism rerilsed the Implementation of human development, 
nils is a cruel al question for our paper as the nature of ow answer to this ques- 
tion will also Indicate the nature of edugatlgn fit for development* 

Wt had seen earlier on that true hiraan development must be man- centered* TOie 
purpose aiid agent mi^st be mm. It mat pTOmote man^a phyilQal, moral, mental, so- 
cial and econoinio welfare. Human development Involves all men without my diacrl* 
mlnatlon. Involves man* s good at &L1 levels. But these are the very aime of 
socialism - hum?A welfares hummi dipity, equality and social JuitlQe. So soolal- 
lam realized is equivalent to human development* A soolallst Jiolloy then la a 
sacred ooinmitment to man's developments 

What is the kind of education needed to effect a soal^lst deyelopment? 
Tanzania looks back into Its paat to rediaoover "the basic principles of African 
tr^ltlonal soci^lat education* Mwalimu, the PraBident of the ttiited Republic of 
Tanfiimla has clearly spelt out those pilnoiples in his New Year's Message to the 
Nation for 1970. / 

In traditional Afriaan society educati on was the birth ri^it of every member 
regarcaess of age er sex* lach member was entitled to certain banio rights and 
duties* Equal opportimlty was siven to ril to gat to toiow the neoeasary social 
values and mils for their full pagrtlolpatlon In the life of the community* 

Eduoatlon was work oriented or functional, ^ey leamt by doing produotive 
mrk. Practlee and theory were married, there was no dichotomy, socialist educa- 
tion was relevant, Irmnedlately produatlve, hence effective and intereat 
self **g0neratlng . 

Woric is a soGla-llst dutyj work-.orlented education then Is aleo a aDciaJlat 
obllgstlon* Since WG A 13 a life-long duty for any noeialist, logically, wo^^ 
©mented oduoaticn 1^ bIuo a llfe^lo^ duty* Eaiiciatlon, in the traditional 
African pqoiety, was not m aotlvity one did for a short time of one ' a life ^d 
then stop for the recit. Eduoatlon started with the first moment of Ufa and 
eeaaod only irtth de^bh. 



Moreover, functional education, in the tr^tlonal_ African society, worked on 
aci^tifio basis that a normal man at any stage of development 1b capable 
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of Itamlng new valueg, new ^illa and new attitudes. Evm old people are capable 
of BomB improvifnents. Old age by Itself Is not a Qompletely dis^llng handicap to 
iiiental exerolsis* 

After g^nlng independenQe In I96I Tmsanla had 'to re^exainlne the kind of 
eduoatlon inhertted from the oolonlal masters* It warf found out that a radlaal 
ehange was neoessary as, and I quote Mwallmu, "TOie eduoatlonal system IntrQduc.ed 
In Tanzania by the colonialists was modelled on the Brltlih system, but vrtth even 
heavier emphasis on mimnmim^ ,attltudes and on wMte^Qallar sMlli Inevitably, 
n , It waa based on the assui^tlons of a oolonlallGt and capitalist soolety. It 
enphaslzad and enoourased the In^vldurilstle Instlnots of mar^lnd. Instead of his 
GO-operatlve Instincts, It led to the possession of Individu^ matr,rl^ wealth being 
the major criterion of soolri merit aiW worth"* 

•nils meant that eolonlai ©duDatlon Induoed * attitudes of hum^ Inequality and 
In praatloe unde:^lnned the doMnatlon of the weak by the strong, espeol ally In the 
eeonomlo fleld# "Nyererei Freedom and Socl^lBm' a^^* Colonial eduoatlon was' 
elitist and olass proti^tlng. 

Sooialist Tanzania coi^d not Justify the continuation of this type of educa^ 
tlon whloh in content and stmioture was not oondualve to building an egriitarian 
sooiety* 

The Arusha Deolaratlon - the blueprtnt of TangaMan socialism - clearly points 
out to the neceBslty of a sooialist eduoatlon. M l^orant citizenry can hardly be 
eMMted to live a true demooratla life, control Its govermnent. Its economy and 
so on. Under Part One of the objectives of TMJtJ (Tje TANGMYIKft AFRICAN MATCTMi 
UNION) - the natlonaa politick party - the obligation of the Party to educate the 
people is set out in these words 1 see that the soveTOment mobilities all the 
resources of tMs country towards the ellndnatlon of poverty, l^orance, and dls* 
ease". Freedom and Socially, p* 252* The allusion to imlvereal education Is 
inesaapable* 

Thm Aruaha Declaration Mnts ^so at the obntents of eduoatlon of the masses* 
People are required to control all the major means of production, the paasante and 
workers are reqt^red to choose and control their government, thay are to be taught 
self-reliance, and so forth. In other words the contents of the maM eduoatlon 
will prepare the people politically m& eoouoirioally to achlevs their own social 
development. 

Tanzmla then Is conrttted to ui^versri eduoatlon - an essential charaeterts-^ 
tie of a soclrilst adueatldri/"H^^ 1^ ^ poll tloal and social 

necessity In Tto^enla, No wonder, Tttierefb^^^^^ steps tateen by the 

Party and GoveiCTient In Tmzanla since we gained Independence ^lude to the necen- 
slty of mass eduoatlon whereby the peasant and the worker are Involved In plamlng 
imd li^lanientlr^ their own development* 

pur foraal„ eduoatlon ^ all levels - prtmwy, secondary or tmiversity or 
professional or TOcatlohai o^not be of my comprehensive servloe to Tansanla 
unless It Is mMB-edueatlon ortented^ "to ^® 

beaoons of light for the peasmts md workers around the. area. 

The Seoond Blve-Year Plan 1969-197^^ alms at a greater implementation of 
soQlalisra and self-reliance. Eie speech of the President of Tanu to the Party , ^ 
Conference as he presented the Mve-Year Plan for the P^y's approval, and the 
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text of the approved Plan itsilf lays apeolal emphasis on the need for maea 
education for the ruoaess of the Plan* The people hav© to know the plana j partlcl* 
pate In dealslon-roaklng and aotlvely participate in Implementing their tim deol- 
oions. Intelligent and willing agents of the nation^ projects are surely the 
best Decurlty for title ^cceaa of the Plan. 

©is need wai felt tlmt the Government ahould take more serious md earnest 
measurris to mobilise the nation In adult education, 'niat feeling heightened as 
Tmi^anla was approaohing her 10th Independense Annlveraaryp Her achievements over 
the ten yeara were ImpreBslve* but her atternpts at adult education had not bec^n so 
corranendable * Tanzania could not honestly be proud of her manpower acMevement , 
Willi© some 70^ of her oltl^^is were illiterate and exoluded from the education^ 
plan J the instrumsnt of soslallat developments 

In the course of I969 and 1970 declaiona were f aot . Tlio President of the Republic 
brDadoast two New Year meaeagea to the nation^ both on adiilt eduoatlon. These two 
doctunoits laid do to the policy of our adult education progranmie as an Integral part 
of aoGlallEt Tanzania, On the new deteniiinatlan to make adiilt education a national 
issue, the President had this to eayi "although there had been a lot of talk about 
education for adiats and qitlte a lot of people have been working In tMs fields we 
have never yet really organised ourselves for a major attaet on our Ipiormce. The 
CentMl Committee of TMU has decided that we mwst do tMs In 1970, ThB oomlng 
twelve months must be 'Adult Iducatlon Year' and we must give this work very high 
priority", 

^e Party and QovMment wern' to give very Mgh prtoilty to adult education, 
mia statement set an Important landmark in the history of adult education^ nay In 
the history of the Inplementatlon of demooracy and soGlallsm, 



The President went on to eniimerate three major objeotlves of adult educatlom* 

(1) To shake ourselves out of the reslpiatlon to the k±m of life 
Tanzanlans have lived In the past, 

(2) To laam how to li^rove our lives. 

(5) To learn to imderatand our nation^ policies of socialism and 
self-reliance* 

Tanzania has many reasons for embarking on a national canp^pi for Edult 
edunation, socialist Tanzinla cannot be created if some people are veiy MgM.y 

educated and others are aoi^lately Illiterate, mie illlteM.te ones trtU never be 
able to pl^ their fu3i part in the developmOTt of our aountry * or of themselves 
and they td.ll always be in d^ig Sr^at taowledga of 

others. Ittieref pre It Is necessary that ws ^ould plan to overcome the existing 
high level illiteracy." 

Adiilt Crduoatlon la a nation^ need. To m^Lndze our investments In tha 
prlmM*y ar4 secondK^ education^ a parallel adult education plan Is a matter of 
urgency* Poraal educD^lon at school to be meaningful must be reinforced by oorrem* 
ponding environments at home* 

sonoQl the need .is obvious. For those, however, who had been to formal education 
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there la BlmyB need to fill in omdtted mibjeots and to keep up*to-date with 
modeni advances In the world of teelmology, IgnorwQe Is the baolo cause of our 
pevertyj baokwarlneas, and misery* 

Besides J we have a polltloal ohallenge to meet. How are the maseea to be 
introduced to the true meai^na of our IndependenQe, Ihe new aoolal order we are 
deterralned to esttf^llsh raust be e^lalned to them for full dJiiousgion, its v^uee 
must be analysed, th^^ed, aeleoted, aooepted and set as baeis for aetlon In 
building our nation. TOils surely calls for mass eduoatioh* fo weld the 120 tribes 
into one cohesive polltloal unit calls for a plamed Ideological ortentatiori on a 
nation^ level* Soclaliim cwmot be Ir^os^^ it muBt be acQepted and lived by the 
enllghtaned and conmdtted oltlwnjy* An l^orant nation can hardly be expected to 
defend its Wgnlty and values againBt an aggreesor* Such a nation Is open to ex^ 
temal economla and polltlori control* A polltlciaiy cmicious cltlienry Is the 
best custodl^ of the national Becurtty, 

Political education omnot be separated from aaonoirio education* Political 
pMlosophy must go hand*ln-hand;5rtth economic plaimlnsjfor man Is not an mgel. 

Our economic plans pose another challenge. Their proper implementation de- 
pends on the taiowladge^ ddlls and ooimitment of the labour fource of the adult 
population. It is only when apatl^ has been remove tha^ii^ political motivation, 
knowledge and aklUs imparted to '^.he people can we reasonably expect a hl#i level 
of productivity, 

PeasOTits and workers are n^t to be pushed aroimd as tools of production^ they 
are hum^ beings capable of mjo^ng the feell^ of Intelligent participation in 
production, "nils feeling has a deep psycteloglcri Inpaat in the maturation of tlie 
individual personalties as well as that of thj whole nation. Active and Intelli- 
gent participation of the workers in the natlonii econoi^c field hei^tens their 
cormnltment to the nation^ Ideiils, 

Tanzania is m^iay an agriaultu^ aoimtry. The fp«iera have everr right to 
be Introduced Into TOdem ways of agriculture, after all they are the earners of 
most of our foreign exohange. By learnlrtg better faralng, they will raise their 
oim standartl of living, render the failing profession more attractive and help 
close the gap between the urbm mSL rurri development. 

For these reasons, adult eduoation la a natlonea necessity to Tanzanlaj It 
involve.^ all people thot^ at various levelB aecordlng to their fimctlonal needs. 

tooouraged by the resiats of the Adult Mucatlon Yew 1970, TPm 15th 
Biennial Conferenoe on 25 September 1971 paasM two veiy Important resolutions on 
a&ilt sdMcatlon, It vms resolve 

Adult eduoatlpn was to be m Integral part of any work progrMnne. 
^at Is to say that en^loyers are duty*tound to see that their 
er^loyees attend adult education classes to Improve their efficiency 
md lot In life during the nom^ WQra,r^ hours without loss of 
flnanelal emoluments. This resolution is great inoe^^ to the 
workers to partlolpate in adid.t eduoation progiwines , It also l^s 
the foundation of the source of teachers without incusing extra 
financial burden on the goverranent/- Moreover, adult education is 
hera fiit^itty^l^ / v . ^ ' 
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2. IlllteMcy stould b# wiped out oon^letely by 1975 over the whole 

QOUnttT* Ttdm resolution la a verltablt ohalltnge whan one oonsidere 
the vastnese of the ooimtiv^ the Mgh rate of llllteraoy ^d the 
slender flnanoial and ^rionmal reiouroee we have at our dlapoaal, 

Eefore we consider the national strategy for li^lementlng adult adueatlon, 
let m first bre^dOTO the objeotlves of ^lat eduoation In Tanganlas 

1* to ffloblUze the rural and urban masses into a better miderst^dlng 
of our nation^ polloles of soolalism and self-^rallmeej 

2, to proirtde leadership training In the various aapeots of life and 
at all levels! 

3» to eradlaate llllteraoyi 

to give taowledge and akille in aerlculture snd rur^ eonstruotlon^ 
health, home economiGe that will Inprove the produotivlty and standard 
of living of the peoplei 

f-: . 

5. to provide follow-up eduoation for prlrnai^ and secondaiy sehool 
leavers with the view to settling them In UJamaa vlllagesi 

6, to pro^de eontinued eduoatjon at various Btages In the form of 
seminars, evening elasses, In-servlee tralnlnti progiwimas, oorres- 
pondenoe eourfies and voeatlonal tralnlnsj to make the national pl«i 
opeTOtlonal several faotors had to be conalderedi 

(1) the establishment of a rapfthlnery to moblllie md motivate the 
raasges Into adTolt edusatlon revolutlonj 

(2) the establislment of a maohlnery to plan and dlreot the 
revolution along the" national course j 

.... ■ -7 * 

(3) establiehment of sourees of personnel, teaehers for eondueting 
adult elaisesi 

(4) establishment of sourees of learning matertal, equlpnants^^ 
meMis of transporti 

(5) est^llehment of a raaGhlneiT sjratooU 
reliance In demooraoyj 

(6) estaillalMent of elass oentres within easy rewh of the peoplei 

(T) est^ll^ghBent of a mohlnery for public 
sustain the momentum of the revolution. 

It. tlM masses Tazanla use of the Nation^ Political Party and 

its afflUatea, govemmant functional iia, leadership of whatever kind. He who 
toiows mon Im soelrily bound to induce his lass fortunate oomrade into leajriins 
how to Inprove himself and hla nation. Obviously TMU mm than, any other body 

^i^- '^^ administration of adult education is the reoponsi- 
bllit/ of the Dlreotorate of Adult" Education' established towaMs the end of 1969. 



Offloers of the dlrtetorate reprtitnt the mlnlitry at the region^ district 
divlslenal level. Theea are all full-time employees* At th© ward level the head- 
teacher of one of the primary. Behooli is chafed with the oo-ordinating work of 
adult eduoatlon aotivltiea in the area. 

Heads of eduaatipnal institutioni such aa seoondary or qollegee of national 
education ware charged with the extra r@aponilblllty to organise adult education 
for the workers and peaawts around their area. 

Thm popular sipiifloanae of the revolution la clearly spithesl^ed In the 
composition of the vartous canpilttees at -all levels to support the administrative 
structure. Representative of the people, party, organlgations sit in the national, 
regional, district, divisional and ward adult education conmilttees. TOieF,e comralt- 
tees are vary importmtas*haya.re the demoeratlc machinery for declslon-ma'iCins and 
Implementing the plans* ' . 

To ensure a sufflolent number of teaohers eocirilsm depends on. the principle 
that he who taiowa more should teach who Imows lesB, all educated Tanzmlais are 
socially bound to conduct sd^t education classes. Mucated enjiloyees oan conduot 
adult education clasaes duri^ working hours as an integral part of their duties. 

Punctlonal education by Its nature reqiaires majdimim hori2ontal intermln J iter- 
ial and organization^ co-opeM.tlon* . ^ ^ 

Students In all education Institutions, sehool leavere are all potential 
teachers in adult edueatlon* 

Non**wage earners are given a omall flnamelal gesture of thanks by the Mlnlsti^'^i 
it wotid be impossible to enteark on pajrtng out these aelf-relianoa teaohars for the 
preient eoonomy of the ©oupt^ amnot beaj* the strain* 

All the potential teaohere are given some oresh training on how to aonduct 
fmetlonal lessons aM how to deal with adiUts* TOiese seffllnars oonduot^d at 
various levels have proved to be ve^ useful to instil aooi all et eommitment to 
national ideals* 

Fimetionri edueation is peoullar in that It requires veiT gpeolfic textbooks 
and equipments to answer tl» ^eoifio oooupatlon of a elasg, Prlmerp to . meet these 
demands have been devised where fanners leamlns llteraay at the same time leam 
better farming methods to inprov# their produGtivity and ttielr eaTOlngs. 

Speolal wrtters workstops had btoen set up and a number of their books have 
been published: 

(1) Political eduoatim 

(2) Better cotton growing 
(5) Batter cattle raising 
(1^) Better b^:i©iia growlns 
(5) Better family care. 
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It Is worth. while to note by paislng that funotlonil llteraoy campalpi to iffto- 
tively operate requires a substaitirt amoimt of money for booka Md visual aids, 
agrdoulture and domastiQ aolenat equipmente and io on. 

Trsnoport requirements alio draws ver^ heavily on the reiouroti of tha 
ooimtry* It ia a problem that oould paralyse the whole oampM^ as Tangarda is 
a big OQimtiy with a population spread ^1 over th© oountry some of whioh parti 
are remote and beoome almoEt inaooessible during the rainy pertods* 

Frequtnt visits enaourage the Isolated offloera and pupils^ speedy dlatrlbu- 
tlon of matariala and timely help are all the trloks to keep the adult olasets 
going* - 

In the Wve-Year Plan, prtmatT sohoola are mentioned as the aentres aroimd 
wMah adiat eduoatlon aotlvltles ahould be eonduoted. Due to the wide spread 
response of the people^ primary lotools have not been enough to aoGommodate the 
adult pupils* Extra oentrea had to be devised md opened* Sheds have been built, 
any aui table buildings have been ohosen by the respective oonmilttees as venues for 
adult classes* Many more classes are Gonduoted mder trees In the open air. The 
general prlnolple in adult eduoatlon Is the saoredness of the 'srtll of the pupils, 
their eholce is parmount. 

Apart from these literaoy eantres for adult eduoatlon there are some aentres 
that require special fflentiDn* • 

The Institute of Adult Eduoatlon tta^ugh ae^nars/ radio/ coj^sponde^^ 
evening classes, provides follow-up eduoatlon to sohool leavers, profession's, 
and adult eduoatlon adiniiilstrators* 

Its branehes in the regions attempt to 'raaoh the rural area population as 
well so that peopl© are given the opportunity to go up as hlsh aa the university - 
level wMle staylns on the fams* 

mvukonl CoUege Is meant to give adult eduoatlon In tralid^ng leadership and 
nation toilldlng, - 

Besides, there are InstltutlQnB an^ oentres that give 'eo-operatlve eduoatlon^ 
rui^ development md mral leadtrshlp o 

To keep the whole Idea rilve, nation-wide oarrpe^ffis have be^^ Involv- 
ing leadersMp at all levels* Besides press, radio, postals, prooc^galons, festi- 
vals, meetings and all possible waj^ have been ©31^^ need and 
slgnlflo^oe of M^t eduoatlon for the aoTO^ 

- The ao^operation between the Party, r^vemment oi^^lzatlons, eon^mlBe, 
religioas bodies of every denoalnatlon has been one of the major aoMevemGnts of 
soolaliSt development* 

_ The response of the farmers ^d the workers has been overwhelming and In a 
number of oases the authorities have been unable to meet the peoples' needs in 
books or teachers. TOiat started lAth 32k,66k enrolment in l^.te 1970, has now 
topped the million mark in late I971. Nmierlcally this is a great suecese. 

The educated Tanganlans hava heeded very positively to the call of the Presi- 
dent to help educate their less fortunate brothers and aisters. The latest 
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statletiQS ghow tlmt there are over 33,0^ vQltmteer teaaheri in the field of 
adult eduQatlon* 

Wiat do t^ people leam in these Glaaaei? In his message to the nation on 
adialt educatlonj MmllmuL (taaoher) J, Nyerer©, the Preaident of Tanzania tea 
likened the knowledge to a vet^ high TOtantein whleh each pupil attempts to ollmb* 

^e first step up the big hill is eradication of illlteraoy ^ a great hin^ 
dranoe to easy oomunloatlon of ideas. Llteraay radgea the level of oonminloatlon 
and opens the door into the store Jof written taowledge* I^zanla has in 1971 
Adult Eduoatlon Year tried to wipe out Illlteraoy in 6 distrtots* In five of those 
dlstrlota she had TOre than 80^ sucdesa- Encouraged by theae results the oa^algn 
haa bean extended now to the whole nation, Tanzania Is mobilizing all her re^ 
sources to become literate by 1975 » 

TOie question as to what nesrt after the people beeome literates has been In 
the mind of the orgMlzers of adult eduoatlon In Tanzania. Unless the drive for 
llteraoy is hinged to some sort of pemment motivating Interest^ then the ohanees 
are that the seml-llterates ^dll sooner or later lose Interest and forget the 
little skill they had aoqtilred* 

To avoid moh a lapse, Twizanla Is oaflpal^lng to preEent literacy as only 
the first step In the adult education revolution - it is a means towards a M^ier 
level of ooinnnmloatlon. It Is i^t m end In Itself* 

Eie puipose of the^ill of . readli^ and writing is fHaiotlonal - it la tied 
down to the profession oi* vocation of the pupH, it is a tool by whieh he can 
learn TOre sW.llg, seoure more taowle^e about his work and thus rolBm Ms effi- 
ciency as well m Ma .productivity. 

When the pupil sees the relevance of literacy to Ms occupation wMoh la a 
life^long a^ect of Ms life - llteraay becomea pM^ and pw^el of Ms life aXm* 

TOmt the Qovernment has got to cio is tQ see that suitable reading materials 
are available at the vartous stages of the pupllgj hence the impDrtanee of wi*ltera' 
workshops to cater for the needs of the dlffersnt groups of vocations. 

As the recent literates get "Hbe i^^U should be a par^lel groimd 

work done in certain aubjeots of national- or personal Int^ Lessons on 

national and intem^tlonal ^ff^rsj health, simple arithametlc, home econonios and 
so forth will help rMse the level of understOTdlng In the pupils open their 
i^jada to wider horizons of cofranunloatlon* General Imowle^e^a a support ing 
effect 'to the functional aubjeot aa well as Interest generating influence* 

TOiese general aubjeot^ could cover much of the grpund done in primary schools 
thus in a way bring the world of the parents closer to that of their prlniaiv school 
.cMldren. ^\ . ■ : '.^ ^' • . ■ 

All tMa showa plmnlng .for adult education as a life-long process is a com- 
plex tmdert^ing. Adults are not cMldren* TOieir preferences have to be reckoned 
irtths ^elr dally worries and work arm factors to.be seriously considered In the 
plans. ■ ■ ^ ■ - ■ ■ " 

Tansgnla has gone a long way Into solving tMa problem by grafting adult 
education duty into the working l^urs". It is a revolutionary step. Mcaiy have 
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orttlQi^ed this more a§ detrtm^ntal to thm eoonondg tai^ete of the ooimtry as thi 
study pertods will eut doim the_number of hours for woric. Well suoh an ar^unient 
would be valid In a country where e^onowto values matter more than hmnan values* 
Tanzania Is aonmiltted to teiman development mther than development of things* Mi 
is not pri.raari.ly a tool of produatlon - eeonoray immt eerve man h^ee the develop- 
ment ©f Immm values ai^ potentialities viewed Bool^ietioally ±m more ImportTOt 
than mere produatlon of thinse* Moreover^ socialism hellevee man*e eduoatlon pa^ 
Sood dividends even eeononicallyi consequently by spending hours on the eduoatlor 
of man* wa are really killing two blrdB with one stone - it is an eoonomlo invest 
ment as well as a fulfiJjDent of a soalalist duty - to develop man as Euoh- 

Thm co-operation of the people Is a matter e^eoted when the nation is prope 
and pblitloally oriented* We believe that a nation vrtth an Ideology omn he educe 
to value oertaln aotlvitles relevant to the goals we have chosen. Once a nation 
made a oholoe* plsimlng follows as a matter of ooneequenoe* Thm Tan^anlan Ooverr 
ment adnilnl strati ve etmiature es^lalned above is set up to ensure that adult edua 
tlon shotild be mn intmErml pm3^ of bur eduoatlon pl«i for the nation/ It is the 
duty of TAMJ - the Nation^ Polltloai Party * to educate the people into seeing 
the desirability^ nay* the nc^d of aduuLt eduoatlon* A great deri of ground has 
been already broken In that line and the people are. oomlng forward In big numbers 
to attend adult classes. 



The lUnanelal hltah should not be minimi TCd* Self-reliance In materia as 
well as manpower to eonduot adult edueatlon programnes* We oannot entirely rely 
on money as the work is on such a gigantlo so^e. TOmt Is the reason why we appe 
to the spirit of "UJ-M5&\" In the people* to offer servleee gratis In eduoatlng th 
less fortunate, 

V/lth our meagre financial resources we are ti^ng to seoure the barest neoes 
si ties suoh as educational eqtilpments and salartes of the fuUu time pwsomil. 

If Tmsania can make one big step forward In adult eduoatlon* as she Intends 
to do by vrtplng out illiteracy In rou^ily 6*500*000 people by 1975* the credit wl 
go to the spirit of socially rather than to the flnmclal baaklng sustaining the 
movement. 

In tMs modest paper I set out to show hovf TKig^la Is strussllng to llbariat 
the masaes from one of the greatest scow^es of marSil^ 

ar^ doing the same to their people* But the wd.que a^edt in Tanzarila is that 
adult ediicrtlbn is seen ai TO ideol Its obliga^tlbh to ^ 

and t^e - Is national rather than sect All people must leat^ and be pre* 

pared to teabh othei^ as a^^ ^ 1^:;- ^ ,1 : : f - 

The work- ort-ented .literacy projects which Uneseo 1ms been oonduotlng In a 
J^^®^ of ^^^*WLes* Tahsa^ to „ 

TMwanl^ traditional belief ^ ^1^ funcM.on^ eduction, ^^^^ 0^ of the es^eii- 

ment are very encouraging md the national parogi^inme under way makes the fHiaiest 
use of the f Ir^ings to render our ean^al^ scientific. 

We are murm that such a gr«id plan for human development c^mot be reall ^ed 
alon©p We have ae I mentioned above the good help of the World Body* through ^ 
UneBoo* and a number of other friendly coiantries. They have understood our need 
and deteminatlon, they nmnt to share our struggle for a better world and that 
world will only emei^e when all hunian resources are developed throuah imivercal 
education that excludes none by reason of age, and continuously prep^es man to"^^ ' = 



meet the ahallenge of work all along his life- Perhaps the Glosing deoades of the 
igOOs are the deoades of adult eduoatlonj md I bet the twenty - flrit oentury world 
development \rtll hang on how eerioualy oountrlea take the revolution gf adid.t 
eduoatloni Tanzmla 1ms made a gallant deolelon, we InTrtte more ooiantrles to do 
the ease as human developnent la a global duty* 



^enk you 

A,H, DIP. IDUC. 



